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Animal Clinic

HEARTWORMS

Heartworm disease is becoming InCreasingly more common. Ceveral Cases are diagnosed
€ach year. Microfilaria, or "baby heartworms®, are ingested by a mosquito biting an inFected dog
Or Cat. After [iVing in the mosquito for 1-2 weeks, the microfilarla are injeCted Into another dog
Or Cat when the mosquito feeds. Jt takes about Six (§) mOnths FOr the heartworn +o reach
adulthood after infecting the pet (see heartwor life cycle below)

F‘#Wﬂi:ql i
Larvaa mature WOrins
imicrihilanae

Musgyuitle bites dog
ol Cal and [ransmals
fMileClive idfvae
I
. i
- o
- -
) e
\Lh, §
Le . 5
. B
¥
s
.h':'f‘ b h""',,,___ o a E:_'_ﬁ
- J' T
J"‘ \-'. =
Miucrohilariae Qévelop 11 M@ syuitlu e L
; f e larva D WICSQUITO 1ngests mucrolilariae
| filectlive larvae . :
) ™ Wil DI0Od meul

The important thing for you as a PET Owner to remember is that a great deal of damasge
Can OCCur before any obvious signs are hoticed.

The signs of heartworm disease whiCh You are most likely to notice inClude coughing,
sluggishiness, rapid tiring, and |abored breathing. Diagnosis is made by testing 3 blood Sample. It-
Will be 6 Or 7 Months after exposure before any miCrofilaria Can be detected in the biood. Pets
are infeCted with heartworms when bitten by a mOsquito Carrying the immature heartworm larvae
and there is obviously NO WAY to keep your pet from being bitten by mosquito! Delayed
tréatment may resuit in heart Fallure and/or Permanent damasge to the liver, lungs, and Kidneys and
eventually result in death.

If your pet Is under § monzhs Of asge, a preventative medicine that destroys “baby
Neartworms™ Can be started immediately. This medication can be given oh a monthly basls for
dogs. If your pet is over 6 months O} age, a simple blood test must be performed t0 ensure that
YOur pet is not already infected, then medication Can be started.

YOUu may think your pet is Saf-e £rom heartworms if hefshe is INAOOrS, /t only takes one (1)
mosSQuIto to transmit this facal diseasel Heartwort prevention protects your pets 5o that they
Can enjoy g longer and heaithier life.
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